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peasants. They too cater for scientific, technical, and general
education. They too have children's departments, where the
children are cared for while the parents are being educated.
To the Peasant House in Moscow come those peasants sent by
their collective farm, or artel, to attend a conference, to lay a
complaint, or to ask for special aid. For most of them it is their
first acquaintance with a town. Most of them have no experience
of the conditions of life outside their village, and little experience
of the ordinary amenities of life.
Every visitor is made to take a bath. In the first years this
was often not so simple a matter as it sounds. There would
sometimes come a peasant who required very tactful handling.
He understood a bath in the communal bath-house on special
occasions, but to have a bath in a small room, in a small bath,
and wash in water that is not running ! Why, it was all wrong*
It was contrary to everything he had been used to, contrary to
all customs and traditions. Besides, why have a bath at all ?
It wasn't a special feast day or celebration. On such occasions it
required much argument to convince him of the benefit of a
bath. If he mistrusted these new-fangled notions of baths, the
peasant mistrusted still more the idea of undressing to go to bed,
and sleeping between sheets. For one thing, how did he know
his precious boots would not be stolen if he left them off ? Again
much persuasion before he submitted to these town people,
with their curious ideas.
The preliminaries over, he was taken on the following day, with
other visitors, round the various rooms in the House, in which
are exhibitions dealing with agricultural economy. There are
rooms with cleverly arranged exhibits which show him the
need for cleaning and sorting grain; others which tell him all
about fertilisers; yet others deal with diseases of different
crops, their causes and methods of prevention. There are rooms
given over to fruit and vegetable culture, to poultry breeding,
rabbit breeding, pig breeding, and cattle breeding, A qualified
guide conducts the visitors round, explains and answers ques-
tions, and impresses the need for collective working for Socialist